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

PROGRAM

First Day: Saturday 13 December 2025

09:00-09:10 The Organizers
Welcoming remarks

1st Session – The Ruler’s Image

Chair: Aristotelis MENTZOS

09:10-09:30 Symeon PASCHALIDIS - The emperor Basil II in the encomiastic Life of
St Photios founder of Akapniou monastery (BHG 1545) by Eustathius of
Thessalonica

09:30-09:50 Manolis PATEDAKIS - The Palace of the Earthly Lord, and the Lord of Heaven,
in Symeon the New Theologian

09:50-10.10 Konstantinos TAKIRTAKOGLOU - Some observations about the image of
Basil II in Armenian historiographical sources

10.10-10:30 Pagona PAPADOPOULOU - Gold, Silver, Copper: The Coinage of Basil II in
Context

10:30-10:50 Questions – Discussion
10:50-11.10 Coffee Break



2nd Session – Byzantium and Beyond
Chair:

11.10-11.30 Maria GEROLYMATOU - Trade priviliges and agreements around the time of
Basil II

11.30-11:50 Angeliki DELIKARI - Byzantium and the Slavic World

11.50-12.10 Srdjan PIRIVATRIĆ - Basil II and the management of ecclesiastical affairs -
the case of Bulgaria

12.10-12.30 Alexandra-Kyriaki WASSILIOU -SEIBT - Reconstructing the Byzantine Balkan
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Frontier under Basil II and his successors

12.30-12.50 Questions – Discussion

12.50-13.10 Koray DURAK - The Μαγαρίται and Shifting Alliances on Byzantium’s Border
with Syria

13.10-13.30 Andrey VINOGRADOV - Byzantium and Rus' under Basil II

13.30-13.50 Sverrir JAKOBSSON - The Origin of the Varangian contingent in the Byzantine
Army. Conflicting Narratives

13.50-14.10 Questions – Discussion
14:10-16.30 Lunch Break



KEYNOTE LECTURE

16.30- 17.10 Paul MAGDALINO
The Millennial Emperor and the Queen of Cities: Constantinople in the reign
of Basil II



3rd Session – Basil II’s Artistic Patronage, the Great Church and the Monasteries in
Constantinople

Chair:

17.10-17.30 Vasileios KATSAROS - Basil II as patron of arts

17.30-17.50 Lorenzo RICCARDI - A Basil II's patronage in the Hagia Sophia? The lunette
mosaic of the south vestibule

17.50-18.10 Kostis SMYRLIS -Monastic fortune in Constantinople

18.10-18.30 Nikolaos MELVANI - The Constantinopolitan monastery of Stoudios in 10th c.
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18.30-18.50 Questions - Discussion



4th Session – Beyond Constantinople

Chair:

18.50-19.10 Aristotelis MENTZOS - Basil II and the Monastery of Akapniou at Thessaloniki

19.10-19.30 Konstantinos RAPTIS - Thessaloniki at the time of Basil II

19.30-19.50 Teresa SHAWCROSS - The Importance of Athens in Basil II’s Imperial Policy

19.50-20.10 Demetrios ATHANASOULIS, Eleni MANOLESSOU - Corinth in the days of
Basil II

20.10-20.30 Vassiliki SYTHIAKAKI - Byzantine Crete at the age of Basil II

20.30-21.00 Questions - Discussion

End of the first day of the Conference



Second Day: Sunday 14 December 2025

5th Session – Written Sources and Literature

Chair:Vasileios KATSAROS

09.00-09.20 Stratis PAPAIOANNOU- The Byzantine Literary Production during the Reign
of Basil II: A Reconsideration

09.20-09.40 Sophia KALOPISSI- VERTI - Byzantine inscriptions

09.40-10.00 Jim CROW - Basil II and the water supply of Constantinople, a discussion of the
epigraphic and archaeological evidence from eastern Thrace
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10.00-10.20 Questions – Discussion
10.20-10.40 Coffee Break



6th Session – Mount Athos

Chair: Symeon PASCHALIDIS

10.40-11.00 Dimitrios LIAKOS - The 10th-century chapel in the yard of the Monastery of
Iviron, Mt Athos

11.00-11.20 Paschalis ANDOUDIS - Ecclesiastical architecture on Mt Athos

11.20-11.40 Marco MERLINI - Apothikon-Amalfion: The Benedictine Monastery on Mount
Athos and Its Role in Fostering Christian Dialogue through Greek-to-Latin
Hagiographic Translation (10th-11th century)

11.40-12.00 Theocharis PAZARAS - Byzantine sculpture on Mt Athos

12.00-12.20 Questions – Discussion



7th Session –Architecture and Architectural Sculpture

Chair: Jenny ALBANI

12.20-12.40 Georgios PALLIS - Byzantine sculpture in the era of Basil II: Landmarks and
Developments

12.40-13.00 Eleni MANOLESSOU - Byzantine sculpture in the era of Basil II: the Hosios
Loukas Monastery

13.00-13.20 Michalis KAPPAS - Ecclesiastical architecture in southern Greece at the
threshold of the first to the second Millennium AD.

13.20-13.40 Stavros GOULOULIS - Redating the basilica of Hagios Achillios in Prespa

13.40-14.00 Denis JOLSHIN - A church, a palace, and a fortress: Byzantine builders and the
rise of masonry architecture in the late 10th-century Kiev
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14.00-14.20 Veronica KALAS - Byzantine Architecture in Anatolia during the time of
Basil II: Rock Carved Settlements in Cappadocia Revisited

14.20-14.40 Questions - Discussion
14.40-16.00 Lunch Break



8th Session – Architecture

Chair: Paschalis ANDROUDIS

16.00-16.20 Anastasios TANTSIS - The katholikon of the Monastery of St. Luke

16.20-16.40 Nikolaos KARYDIS -New Perspectives on Ecclesiastical Architecture under
Basil II: Reinterpreting the Octagon-Domed Churches of the 11th century

16.40-17.00 Nikolaos DELINIKOLAS, Androniki MILTIADOU-FEZANS, Helen GHINI-
TSOFOPOULOU - The Katholika at Dafni and Hosios Lukas monasteries.
Parallel building projects during the first quarter of 11th century

17.00-17.20 Anna MISSAILIDOU - Octagonal churches: investigating a new architectural
trend on Chios from the early 11th century onwards

17.20-17.40 Christina MARANCI - Trdat and Hagia Sophia

17.40-18.00 Maria KONTΟGIANNOPOULOU - The Church of Hagia Sophia in Drama

18.00-18.30 Questions - Discussion
18.30-18.50 Coffee Break



9th Session – Cult and Imagery

Chair:

18.50-19.10 Svetlana MALTSEVA, Anna ZAKHAROVA - Architecture and Painting in
the Northern Balkans in the Late 10th - First Half of the 11th Century

19.10-19.30 Antonis TSAKALOS - Byzantine frescoes in Cappadocia

19.30-19.50 Vasiliki TSAMAKDA - Byzantine Manuscripts
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19.50-20.10 Anna ZAKHAROVA - The Menologion of Basil II as the Central Work of Art of
his Time

20.10-20.30 Charles KUPER - What does the Menologion of Basil II have to do with Basil?:
Some Observations

20.30-20.50 Jenny ALBANI - Illuminating the piety of a soldier emperor: Female saints
in the Menologion of Basil II

20.50-21.20 Questions – Discussion

End of the second day of the Conference



Third Day: Monday 15 December 2025

10th Session – Glimpses of Everyday Life

Chair:

09.10- 09.30 Hasan Sercan SAĞLAM, The Aegean Coasts through a Different Mirror:
Topographical Insights from an Early 11th-Century Fatimid Cosmography

09.30- 09.50 Joanita VROOM -Material culture and Everyday Life in the Era of Emperor
Basil II

09.50-10.10 Anastasios ANTONARAS - Byzantine Glass

10.10-10.30 Pari KALAMARA - Dress as an element of everyday life and as a means of
expression for the Byzantines at the end of the 10th and during the 11th centuries

10.30-10.50 Marielle MARTINIANI-REBER - Luxury textiles at the time of Basil II.
Surviving examples and miniatures

10.50-11.20 Questions – Discussion
11.20-11:40 Coffee Break



11th Session – Art and Faith on the Move

Chair:
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11.40-12.00 Ioanna RAPTI - Gift diplomacy between Constantinople and Vaspourakan:
the holy cross of Aparank

12.00-12.20 Arianna D’OTTONE, Artistic exchanges between Byzantium and the Muslim
World at the turning of the 10th/11th century

12.20-12.40 Juan DE LARA - Diplomatic gifts between the Byzantines and the Abbasids

12.40-13.10 Questions - Discussion
13.10-16.30 Lunch Break



11th Session – Minor Arts at the Time of Basil II
Chair:

16.30-16.50 Livia BEVILACQUA - The Proedros and the Emperor: Art at the Court of
Constantinople in the First Decade of Basil II’s Reign (ca. 976-985)

16.50-17.10 Antje BOSSELMANN-RUICKBIE - Abundance and Absence? Byzantine
Enamels Before and During the Reign of Basil II (976-1025)

17.10-17.30 Anastasia DRANDAKI - Byzantine Metalwork

17.30-17.50 Elena DE ZORDI -Heavenly Warriors. The Two Relief Icons of the Archangel
Michael in the Treasury of San Marco

17.50-18.10 Ioannis VARALIS - Byzantine steatites

18.10-18.30 Gudrun BÜHL- On the Throne, on the Label: The Craft of Ivory, Courtly Claims
and the Burden of Attribution in the 10th to 11th Century

18.30-19.00 Questions – Discussion

End of the Conference
Zoom link to be announced.


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